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He was delivered over to death for our sins and was raised to life for our justification. 

 

When I was in the first grade, my parents treated my sisters and I to a special night over 

Christmas break by taking us to see a new movie that had recently come out, called Toy Story.  At the 

beginning of the movie Sheriff Woody and the rest of the toys are apprehensively waiting for their 

owner Andy’s birthday party hoping that none of them would get replaced by some newer more exciting 

toy.  The party is almost over and Sarge and his reconnaissance team of little green army men have 

already reported they were all in the clear when Andy’s mom pulled a surprise present out of the closet. 

A few minutes later, Woody and company are assembled on the top of Andy’s bed meeting the 

impressive new arrival, a Star Command space ranger action figure named Buzz Lightyear.  Buzz is a 

pretty cool toy, but he thinks he’s an actual space ranger. Woody tries explaining to Buzz and the others 

that he isn’t a space ranger he’s just a toy, but when Buzz insists that he really is Buzz Lightyear and he 

really can fly, Woody challenges him with a phrase I imagine we’ve all used at one point or another, 

“Oh yeah, well prove it!” 

“Prove it!”  We’ve all been there, right?  Whether it’s a casual conversation, a discussion that’s 

starting to heat up, or a full-blown argument someone makes a ridiculous or unbelievable statement and 

you respond with, “Oh yeah, well prove it!”  And I don’t think we typically even want that person to 

prove it.  What we want is to win the argument by demanding them to prove something that, hopefully, 

they have no way of proving. 

Over the last three weeks, we’ve been looking at some pretty incredible truths that God teaches 

us in His Word.  We can sum those teachings up with the first half of the verse we’re examining this 

morning, Romans 4:25: He [Jesus] was delivered over to death for our sins.  What does the Bible 

teach us?  What would a basic summary of what God tells us in His Word look like?  That’s what we’re 

attempting to cover in our teaching series this summer.  And it starts with the message of sin and grace.  

In week one we acknowledged that, just as our consciences tell us, and as come to learn even more 

deeply through God’s law, we are sinful.  We do things born not out of love for God or our fellow man, 

but rather out of proud and selfish love for ourselves, things that are wicked in God’s sight.  We learned 

that because God is holy, He cannot coexist with anything evil or wicked.  So our sins have separated 

us from God (Is 59:2). 

But then, over the last two weeks we saw God’s plan for our salvation.  He sent Jesus, His own 

Son, into our world to take on the punishment for our sins and suffer hell on the cross in our place.  And 

all of that after living a life of perfect righteousness which He credits to us.  The good news of the 

gospel is this:  Jesus lived a perfect life as your substitute and then died on the cross to reconcile you to 

God, so your sins are forgiven and having been clothed in the righteousness of Jesus, you are now holy 

in God’s sight. 

That’s pretty spectacular news.  The almighty, holy, and merciful God sent His one and only Son 

into the world over 2000 years ago so that by living and dying for you He could supply you with a right 

relationship with God and eternal life in heaven.  That’s amazing news, but the skeptic inside all of us 

says, “Oh yeah, well prove it!”  If it sounds too good to be true, it usually is, right?  Usually, but not this 

time.  Often when that challenge for proof is called out, it’s the end of the discussion, but not this time.  
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God gives us all the proof we need that Jesus is who He said He was and that He accomplished what He 

set out to do in His resurrection. 

That’s what the Apostle Paul tells us in the second half of our verse: Jesus was delivered over 

to death for our sins and was raised to life for our justification.  It’s just one verse, but there’s a lot 

going on there and I think there are two questions we need to answer to understand what God is 

communicating to us with it.  First, what is justification?  And second, what does God mean when He 

says Jesus was raised to life for our justification? 

Justification is a word that we hear often enough in church or in religious discussions, but 

outside of those contexts it isn’t all that common these days.  However, at the time that Paul was writing 

his letter to the Romans, justification was a common forensic term used in public debate and courts of 

law.  When a court justifies a defendant, it declares him to be “not guilty,” innocent of the crime or 

crimes with which he is charged.  Justification, then, is the act of declaring someone “not guilty.”  In 

other words, it’s an acquittal. 

When the Bible talks about justification, the courtroom scene God has in mind is the one each 

one of us will face, either on the day we die or on Judgment Day should it come first, when we must all 

appear before the judgment seat of Christ (2 Co 5:10).  The good news of the Bible, is that rather 

than being judged for our own lives and actions, God has declared us innocent of all of our sins for the 

sake of Jesus’ perfect life and sacrificial death.   

But rather than banging a giant gavel when Jesus finished His work of obedience on the cross.  

God made that declaration of our acquittal from sin in a much more spectacular fashion.  He did it by 

raising Jesus to life in order that all the world could know that Jesus is Lord and that He had defeated sin 

and death. 

So when Paul says that Jesus was raised to life for our justification, He doesn’t mean that Easter 

was the cause or reason we have been declared not guilty, but just the opposite; our justification was the 

cause for Jesus’ resurrection.  Our acquittal from all sin was established by Jesus’ perfect life as our 

substitute and His death on the cross as our ransom.  Because, in Jesus, our innocence was an 

established fact, God brought Him back to life so that, by raising Jesus, that doubting skeptic inside us 

could see without a doubt that Jesus has accomplished our salvation.  Easter Sunday is God’s 

exclamation point on Good Friday; it is God’s proof that Jesus did what He had come to do. 

So, as we wait for that appointment before the judgment seat of heaven, what kind of an attitude 

should we have?  Do we agonize our entire lives wondering and worrying how the judgment will fall?  

Do we live in constant doubt and uncertainty: “What will the verdict be?  Guilty or innocent?”  The 

evidence of our guilt stares us smack in the face—how often we have doubted God, how often we have 

neglected His Word, how often we have dishonored His name by the way we live—we can’t deny it.  

So, how can we have faith that we will be acquitted, declared not guilty, when all the evidence clearly 

points to a guilty verdict, and argues for a guilty sentence: eternal death in hell? 

You can have faith in your acquittal from sin, dear Christian friends, because the verdict is 

already in.  Jesus has risen from the dead because you have been justified.  He was delivered over to 

death for all our sins, the sins of the entire world, including you.  He paid for those sins with His holy 

blood, taking your guilt away and giving you His righteousness in its place.  And so, His resurrection is 

the gavel stroke of God’s justice, His verdict for every sinner, including you for the sake of Jesus’ life 

and death: Innocent.  Redeemed.  Reconciled.  Cleansed.  Purified.  Justified.  Forgiven. 

Alleluia.  Christ is risen.  He is risen indeed.  Alleluia.  Amen. 


